


Int«rrl»w with JACZ AND2E30H by Pster Jennings on "A.M. America" . ABC-TV 

March 12, 1975 'V 

J (Asks A to 8U3nari*e ) S. 

At Well, we found out in iffil that a decade earlier 6 attempts had keen 
aade on Castro *s life* I was able to find out who was involved, the 
name of the agents, the times, the details — to pin them all down very 
carefully, and was able to write in Jan of 1971 that an attempt had been 
aade to knock off Castro Just before the Bay of Pi 5s operatienas part 
of the Bay of Pigs invasion ssheme. The idea was to get rid of the 
charismatic Castro before the CIA invasion fores landed. They were 
afraid he'd rally the treops. They wanted— they thought if he were 
killed the troops would be demoralized and disorganized. 

j J i 0 a 2 uf e aides, Mr. Kolinsky, says that Kennedy put a 

step/ t® this. Is there any evidence tc the contrary, that Robert Kennedy 
was in fact involved in either the or the supervision of the 

attempts on Castre? r "''•“■p 

fch» a ? a - ;er either question. I can only speculate. I knew thA 

the attempts took plaee. I have dates* I have details. There's Just 

l $; K r * tmlkod to everybody involved. There were 6 
at ,®Bpts after the first one failed, five additional attempts. All these 
5 oceured after the Bay af~Pt2zy“and therefore after Robert Kennedy 
was placed in charge of the CIA. Icu remember his brother. President 
Kennedy, was so angry at the CIA over the Bay of Pigs /operation that 
? rlTat ® 1 J' that he wanted to break the CIA into r> thousand 
A perag splinters. Instead of doing that he put his brother Robert in 
charge. Hew 5 of those assassination attempts oocured after Bobby 
Kennedy took over. From what I know of the CIA I think that they would 
have been very foolhsarty to have gone behind the backs of the Kennedies, 
a f ”® r Wss 92''«rati*n, and tried to knock off Fidel Castro 

without advising Robert Kennedy. I have to believe, or I have to speculate 

wriSb iCn^TST 3, 0012 £ it » <*.% ■» « 

** t..ll A ^ ,S * la In the speculation, is attempts 

« the D * minlca » Bepublic and Duvelier *f Haiti. Do these 

iBKM/Aanyway take away from the single directness *f trying to get away from 
«??*!?* C„, lt.,„ar to you in ,u, 7 th,t this »L port of**^,r- 

* ^ leaders In Latin Aaerica who were runnin. contrary 

to American policy? # 

_____ nearly as I know the facts the Castro thlms wa s an independent 

aove. This was the first plan and it was tied asiipleteiy to the Bay of 

the S di?7*?i« n 3ahea ®* , Af J :,r th ® *** ® f P1 * 8 failed, then it was decided, 

Celtic i?2thei 77 7 0lA . tO ®* ntlnu * t® try to assassinate 

the7-»£ that 1 ® d to— if you're going to assassinate Castre 

?SSt d23I ?2 r r SS *** l 0 let ’ s •■ G »B G inate them toe, 

A just am t know. I don't have any of the details about the Trulilla 

wma^hind 1 ?? t lnt * b ®'*? J oW by confident seuroes that th e CIA 

vas behind that assassination plot, but I've been unable to . and I 

don't have any other details. » ana 1 

_ .. J * p* that ln on ® °f the columns you wrote in 1971 you 

thi« £77*^7% C *^ and th ® ?7Ii a ^ *® rked together in the east, that 
Tims was not to be unexpected? 

CTA «v, v fL5ii°“* t J . r ? C v 11 ^ T,rltin ^ that « I0,? l»t in the CIA c~s«. What the 
? te:3 *£ 0 do wa3 « n trust the asslnatlon to someone who 

r?Jh rl h3 W w S 9 ohoice. The Mafia had a 

fued with Castro. It was well known that Castro had thrown the Mafia 
out o. Hnvanna, thrown them out o? their very profitable casinos, so 
if It could ever be traced back to John Roselli, the man whoa the CIA 
ehese to conduct these assassination atieaots, if it was ever traced back 
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te hia the CIA could disown hla t and said* eh, he* 3 Mafia. 

Jl The last attempt en Castro, according to you and to ether 
seurees who've written the stray , preceded l&ie the death of President 
Jehn F. Kennedy by enly 9 aonthe. It Is inevitable, I suppose, that 
seae may see a correlation between the tw®. Do you? 

At Well, it's eertainly possible, but again, ijLaoit-iaayjsany 
flflJts* I c*n enly speculate. The J Las t .at-tsapc , by a teas of aarksmen 
who made it te a rooftop in Havanna, where they were caught with high 
pewered rifles, that eooured in late Fob- early. Mar oh„-ef r l-j?63 • 9 months 

later John F, Kennedy was kill iC.' By'Xee Hayvoy Oswald wKe^had been 
active In the Ca s t r o_ jLpVjPiidn t and before going to Dalla a ' haJt ' pia 14T~ a 
■ysterious call upon— at the Cuban Sabassy in Mexico City* 

Jl Did you ever have any indication from the Kennedy family 
that tha> attempt en XK&XXK&XKXX Castro and the death of John F. •‘Kennedy 
had any relationship? 

At Ho, I spoke to A ed Kennedy about it| he said that he had never 
heard his brothers ever speak of any assassination attempts en Castre, 

But a source close to the Kenned£s teld me that Immediately after Pres, 
Kennedy's assassination, his brother Bebert seened plagued with grief. 
Sew that would be expeeted. But he was always a man whe could handle 
grief, who oeuld handle erisis, and in this case he seemed to be eut 
of control. They say he wont into seclusion for a few — -days, seal- 
sebluslen in that his closest friends couldn't reach hia. How these 
friends teld ae they thought but didn't knew that Hebert Kennedy may 
have bmen plagued by this suspicion that this attempt on Castro's life 
e«uld have backfired against his own brother, 

Jl Have you ever had any indication or have .i-APSopable 

seurees evejrtiad any indication that any Bomber of the Kennedy family 
has had deubts about the barren Commission? 

At I have net. The Warren Commission of ©ours* did not investi- 
gate the assassination; that was dene by the FBI, 
i _ it with ..g, vattuiun' slsaaer, they JUSt sucked up all the 

\ reformation that was available, and what happens in a ease like that, 
something as traumatic as that, is that well meaning people, reputable 
people, come bo the FBI with conflicting stnries. People, quite 
| responsible people, begin to think— they're so eager to cooperate, am 
v earner to bring justice, to get to the bottom of the assassination, t)B 
they volunteer to the F3d things that they think they saw, things that 
they think they heard, pieces and tidbits, jigsaw pieces of evidence 
| that they believe that they know about, 

*** Jl Tough job for the FBI and for reporters, 

Al The FBI gets all the&o conflicting reports from well meaning 
and responsible people, I would say that if you took the FBI's evidence, 
all the evidene/that was gathered Bn the assassination— you took it 
all and you wanted to Isolate any block of it, you could prove just 
about anything you wished to, 

Jl That seems to be what's happening In the country to some extant 
today with eertainly various groups that— the Kennedy assassination 
continues to have a momentum all of its own, doesn't it? 

Al They might be useful to try to get to the bottoa of it, I 
havo a feeling we never will, I have a feeling that the American people 
who like clean eut, clear out answers to everything are never gonna 
get one. They're never vonna^absolutely sure JU3t what did happen 
on that dreadful day in Dallas. 

Jl Jack Anderson, thank you very much for coming. 
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